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 Inaugural function Report 

SDM Law college and centre for PG Studies and research in law, Mangaluru in 

association with British Academy, Queen Mary, University of London, School of law 

and CIRHS, SDMC, UJIRE is conducting a two day international seminar on India 



and Europe :comparative legal context and minority issues and Indian traditions on 

15
th
 and 16

th
 February.  

The seminar was inaugurated on 15
th
 February. The inauguration began on a solemn 

note with a prayersong  which was followed by a welcome address by Mrs 

Chandralekha, Coordinator, Conference committee of SDM Law.  Dr Dunkin Jalki, 

coordinator, CIRHS, SDMC Ujirebriefed the audience about the theme for the 

seminar The programme was then inaugurated by lighting the lamp.  

The Inaugural address was delivered by Dr Prakash Shah, Professor of Law, 

University of London, who expressed his views on the caste system prevailing in 

Europe and India and the laws pertaining to the same. The chief guests, Mr 

VenkatRao, Professor of humanities, EFLU, Hyderabad and Mr Martin Farek,Head of 

Department for study of religions, University of Pardubice, Czech Republic spoke 

about the themes set for various sessions of the seminar. The presidential address was 

delivered by Dr Tharanath, Principal, SDM Law College. 

Ms.Meghna, coordinator, Conference committee of SDM Law delivered the vote of 

thanks. The master of ceremony for the programme was Ms.Stephania Pinto. 

 

 

Vote of thanks by Ms Meghna Anand 

 

 



Technical session I

Topic: Beyond India: The spread of laws on caste to the United 

Kingdom, European Union, and the United Nations 

Chair: Prof. Maheshchandra Nayak, Associate Professor, SDM Law 

College 

Resource Person: Prof.Prakash Shah, Professor of Law (University of 

London) 

Moderator: Mr. Sumith S Bhat, Researcher, Queen Marry, University of 

London. 

The conference with regard to the topic:The spread of laws on caste to the United 

Kingdom, European Union, and the United Nations. The Chairperson of this session 

MaheshchandraNayak Associate Prof. SDM law college, Resource person 

Prof.Prakash Shah Professor of Law (University of London), and moderator Mr. 

Sumith S Bhat, Researcher, Queen Marry, University of London. 

The moderator started the session by introducing the resource person and 

chairperson and the topic of the session. Mr. Prakash shah began his session by saying 

that the complex in the Indian hierarchical caste system sanctioned by the Hindu 

religion. No law or Constitution could break this system. The existing laws on caste 

system have been expanded. The entry standardin Indiais based on   beneficiary / 

non beneficiary and not on merits.  The order between caste and law is unreadable. 

Wherever Indian diaspora is spread we can seethe caste system in those places. 

Though the Hindu influence is seen in countries like Singapore, Malaysia yet they are 

not politicising the caste system like India,U.K., U.S.A. In Thailand governance is 

based on Manusmrthi and Dharmashasthra yet again we don’t find the caste system 

in those countries. In U.S. caste system has come as debate. The U.N.has asked the 

U.K. to legislate on caste laws. There was an attempt to amend the caste law on 



(Equality act of 2010) which was not successful. Later U.K. made an announcement 

giving the choices either toaccept the case law or implement the secondary legislation 

concentrated on the choices relating to case laws or implementing secondary 

legislations notion of Indian castesystem. 

In the book of western policy on caste system, they argue that caste system is western 

construction this means no cast system ever existed or exits in India. Both Hinduism 

and caste system is an idea formulated in western countries not in India. Caste system 

is aresult of colonialism. The people who oppose caste legislation accept some idea 

of caste system and the existence of Hinduism which the speaker says that it doesn’t 

exist. The notion that wherever Indians have settled have taken the caste system and 

the discrimination by caste with them has made parliamentarians to make legislations 

and also the litigation which led to the case laws. Caste system emerged in mid-19
th 

century. One of the defence against the caste system that there is no sanction of caste 

system in Hinduism. Even if it exits it is only limited to Varna system. 

The chairperson Prof. Maheshchandra spoke with regard to his idea on caste system 

and asked someclarifications on caste system in U.K. He said that being the country 

of many religion does not have a department in any university with regard to the 

same. He also mentioned the politics and politicians playing politics with the caste 

system. There are few notions attached to few caste or community which makes 

people not to reveal their surname. 

He asked the speaker that if the alleged victim of caste system form significant vote 

bank if there are any people who prevent these alleged victims from entering U.K. so 

they do not form vote bank. The speaker is not aware of the political side of caste 

system. later the moderator ended the session. 

 

    

 

 



TECHNICAL SESSION II 

 

Topic: Cultural Formations of Jati: Responding to the Infinite Task 

Chair: Dr. Balika, Associate Professor, SDM Law College 

Resource Person: Prof.Venkat Rao, Professor of Humanities, EFLU, 

Hyderabad 

Moderator: Mr Naresh, Assistant Professor, SDM Law College 

 

 

Dr. Balika, the Chair of the session escorted the dignitaries to the dias. Mrs. 

Chandralekha welcomed moderator Prof.Naresh. 

Prof. Naresh stated that the concept Jati is well debated everywhere and stressed that 

there should be Jatiless or casteless society. He also stated that Castes have their own 

organizations which show their strength and culture thereby influencing the 

government and expressed his view that the topic was a comprehensive one. 

Prof Venkat Rao , English and foreign languages University of Hyderabad, who has 

Published several articles and has also has conducted immense work on Culture of 

memory in South Asia whose book :”Critical humanities from India” which is to be 

published shortly  started off by saying that the way 'home' is round about. He also 

explained how heterogeneous people, and not unified people exist and said living 

with others is possible through some culture and learning traditions and transmission 

of these to the subsequent generations. He said Culture is basically the salient 

practices, significant and which keep repeating. The accounts of these practices also 



form culture and claimed tradition is acquired through upbringing. All cultures pass 

on the memories by sharing it with subsequent generations. 

He later on explained about Jatis- Jan jatis- and as to how their inexhaustible 

creations have formed our mnemocultures –and explained the topic ‘our cultures if 

memory flourished mnemonically- non inscriptionally’. He also spoke on Bio-cultural 

dispersals and briefly stated about the large number of Sanskrit works talk on jatis. 

Explaining a Sanskrit verse he said Jatis are infinite and countless , and claimed no 

sutrakara or bhashyakara has dared to go in depth, and stated as a result of 

proliferation,  Jatis are countless. 

He also vehemently stated that Classification of Jatis is not found from times of 

Manu till now. Speaking of Achara paramodharma and Disjunctures of being he said 

‘in the context of cultures that faced colonialism what others say about our cultural 

traditions have become dominant in our educational system’. Colonial education 

fractured and altered the relationship between our bio-cultural formations and their 

cultural forms. Consequently, there is a powerful disjuncture between our experience 

of our cultural traditions and our educational programming in the humanities and 

social sciences. 

He asserted about the illegitimacy of European legacy. Further he expressed that 

today’s conceptions of man, humanities, art, philosophy, aesthetics, culture , 

tradition and translation, the discourses of politics, law, nation, nature, state, and the 

institution are all quintessentially determined by European cultural thought and the 

sovereignty of logos. He stressed on the need to reflect on fracture done by 

European thinking. 

Moving further in depth he spoke on the Pharmacia of Indian classroom, he covered 

the following topics 

1) the heterogeneous composition of classroom 

2) Cultural formalities 

3) Cultural forms 

4) Cultural genealogies and claimed that Indian classroom is most heterogeneous. 



He stated that Mnemocultures are not antagonistic to archives- but they have no use 

for memory: he also stressed on the topic of lively archives, Dispersive trajectories, 

transfiguration and Critical humanities. 

Dr Balika expressed her views stating that Indian spirituality is based on humanism 

and said as Indians we never conquered any state pointing that India is a peace 

loving nation . She also briefed on Achara-vichara and said Idea comes first. She 

professed that Spirituality that is there [that which exists today] is because of 

ancestors. 

She also stressed on the concept on which university works, she also touched on the 

topics of Pre British, British and post Independence culture inIndia. 

She claimed for Brahman it was obligation to do the task set out in the scripture 

,Never a matter superiority. 

Speaking of the different sects in Hinduism she stated that the institutions though 

different in worship are unified by the same spiritual concept, common to all sects. 

She also touched upon the topics of Varnashrama, Lingual and cultural heritage and 

also Honour killing in the modern society. 

The seminar was followed by question and answers, varied questions pertaining to 

caste system, Varnashrama popped out from the audience which were elucidated 

further by the Prof. Venkat Rao and Dr. Balika to the satisfaction of the audience. 

 

 

   



Technical session III 

Topic: European Academic and Popular Discourse on Caste: From The 

Orientalist Speculations to Self-evident Truth 

Chair: Mr Santhosh Kumar A, Assistant Professor, SDM Law College 

Resource Person: Prof. Martin Farek, Head of the Department for the 

study of religions University of Pardubice, Czech Republic 

Moderator: Mrs Ujwala, Assistant Professor, SDM Law College 

 

 

 

 

 
The first session of day 2 of the conference was on the topic “European Academic 

and Popular Discourse on Caste: From Orientalist Speculations to Self-evident Truth.” 

The session was chaired by Mr.Santhosh Kumar , Assistant Professor, SDM Law 

College and moderated by Mrs.Ujwala, Assistant Professor, SDM Law College.  

Eminent resource person, Prof. Martin Farek, Head of the Department for the study 

of religions, University of Pardubice, Czech Republic took charge of the session by 

introducing his research thesis and the subsequent findings. 

Prof. Farek began with how small European countries like the Czech Republic views 

caste system in India. To shed light on the very narrow perception that the European 

countries have, he gave an example of how, during a debate about a law on 

paternity leave in Czech Parliament, the vociferous opposition remarked that the Bill 

would be introducing a “caste-like” system. This only goes to show the gap in 

knowledge of Europeans regarding caste in India. They have seen it as nothing more 

than an hierarchical oppression by a privileged group. 



Prof. Farek also spoke about how “religion” is an important element to be factored 

in when one is talking about caste in India. In the process of elaborating on this 

aspect, he notes the various contradictions in the narratives. On the one hand, 

Hinduism is explained as a very tolerant religion. On the other, it is said to be rigid. 

Both are irreconcilable. Further, there is no one doctrinal core in Hinduism, but 

many involving a variety of concepts like karma, moksha and so on. To follow up 

on this line of thinking, Prof. Farek went on to observe how there is a belief that a 

person is “born into” a caste based on his past deeds.  

Prof. Farek then went on to ponder over how the Brahmin in fact convinced the 

people to follow the Manudharma. What was the mechanism involved?  

Here, he also commented on the fact that contrary to popular belief that the priestly 

class were messengers of God, they were in fact a hindrance. To give an example, he 

explained how early Europeans came to India with the motive of Christianising the 

Indians. They wanted to know why Christianity was failing in India. It came to be 

known that there was a failure as it is believed that while God was communicating 

with each country, He was hindered by the priests. 

With that, he opened the floor for.questions from the audience. The audience on 

their part reciprocated with thought-provoking questions.  

 

  

 

 

 



Round table 

A Round-table Discussion on Future of Research on Caste: On the book, 

The Western Foundations of the Caste System 

Panel Members: 

Prof.Venkat Rao, Professor of Humanities EFLU, Hyderabad 

Prof.RajaramHegde, Department of History, Kuvempu University 

Prof. Martin Farek, University of Pardubice, Czech Republic 

Dr.Prakash Shah, Professor of Law University of London 

Dr. B Surendra Rao, Former Professor of History, Mangalore University 

Dr. Dunkin Jalki, CIRHS, SDMC, Ujire 

Dr. Sufiya, Director, CIRHS Ujire 

 

 

Sophiya started off the session by saying that Indian socitey is divided into four. 

British who came out with the term case could not find more about it. They focused 

more on Varnas. Marathas are group of people which includes many jatis as stated in 

Mahabharatha, so called Varna System. Jati is just a category. There is no scale to 

show the hierachy of caste. In 19
th
 centuary Indians as wellas Europeans were 

struggling to understand about Caste.  Another important question was regarding 

decision of caste atrocities as well as whether the crime against SC/ST was barred as 

caste atrocity and also question how legal textbooks covered this concept. In 2015, it 

was extended massively by an amendment. India said race is not caste, extensive 



reservation has been broadened every year (CIRR – US government’s refusal to issue 

visa to India) Europeans donot care about  caste.  

Mr. Prakash Shah pointed out on March 2017, anti discrimiation bill was introduced 

by Mr. Shasi Tharoor. A fellow of UK legislature pointed out anti- discrimination as a 

fight against Jati based marriage. In 2016, a report was written by UN Special 

Minority, but they never made it clear. The tribal culture had different status from 

place to place. Banjaras moved from place to place because of discrimination.the 

gypsys moved to Europe, but they were isolated from others and somewhere mixed 

up with other groups. Class society had not eradicated Jati but has incorporated Jati 

and been more flexible these days.  

Prof Rajaram Hegde is of the opinion that flexibility makes it difficult to define.it is 

said that endogamy is the most difficult system but still brides are taken from other 

castes because of modern education. For more convenience Jati survives through 

different mechanisms. Element of violence doesnot exist but acceptance do. 

Mr.Martin analysed how Indian christians and Western Christians vary. The Indian 

understanding of Bible was entirely different from that of westerns. Mr. Prakash Shah 

made it clear that whatever happening in the world will soeday will come to us. 

India has to play a very creative role due to the increasing level of caste issues. The 

Law Schools of UK, US etc deals wth global law. There has been an increased 

participation of India in International Law making and India played a good role in 

the same. 
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